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SPECIAL OLYMPICS UTAH
Sports for athletes of all abilities

Ray and Tye Noorda
Foundation Grant to Expand
Unified Champion Schools
Thanks to a generous grant from the Ray and Tye Noorda
Foundation, we are proud to announce the expansion of
Unified Champion Schools (UCS) into elementary schools.
Building on nearly a decade of success implementing the
program in our state’s middle and high schools, this threeyear grant award will allow us to promote social inclusion
through planned activities for 1,140 elementary age
students, in 60 elementary schools, across six Utah
counties - for the first time!
With sports as the foundation, Unified Champion Schools
offers students and educators a unique combination of
activities that equip young people with tools and training to
create sports, classroom, and school climates of acceptance.
These are school climates where students with intellectual
disabilities feel welcome and are routinely included in, and
feel a part of, all activities and opportunities.
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When asked what a Unified Champion School looks like, Unified Champion Schools Program
Director Courtnie Worthen said, “At its core, the program is not just about including students
with intellectual disabilities, it is about unifying all students. Unified Champion School
provides opportunities for one-on-one interactions that occur when youth participate in
inclusive activities and work together to raise awareness through school-wide activities and
peer influence. What a Unified Champion School looks like can vary greatly from school to
school, based on the needs, goals, schedules, and other factors unique to each school. But
the basic building blocks remain the same, with students with and without intellectual
disabilities working together to create meaningful change.”

We are also thrilled to welcome Ulbby Dyson onto the SOUT
team! As the new Manager of UCS - Elementary Schools, Ulbby
will be focusing on introducing the UCS strategy into elementary
schools across the state. Ulbby has volunteered with SOUT by
helping to start our “Cheer” program. Her knowledge of Special
Olympics, dedication to inclusion, and her involvement with the
community, makes her a great addition to our team. If you are
interested in learning how your child's school can be more
inclusive, please reach out to her at udyson@sout.org.
We are grateful to the Ray and Tye Noorda Foundation for the ongoing support of Special
Olympics Utah and are excited about their support of this new initiate. To learn more about
Unified Champion Schools, please visit us here.

ESPN Winter X-Games
Coming this January, Chase Lodder will represent Special
Olympics Utah at the ESPN Winter X Games in Aspen, Colorado.
Chase is 16-year veteran of Special Olympics competition and one
of Utah's advanced Snowboarders. Chase participated in the 2013
Special Olympics World Winter Games in PyeongChang, China
where he made many friends from throughout the world. The last
time Chase attended X-Games he was able to reconnect with many
of them on the slopes. He is excited to attend in 2022 and renew
those connections. Good Luck Chase - we will be cheering for you!
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Get to know SOUT 2022
USA Games Delegation
Special Olympics Utah is looking forward to sending a Delegation of 56 athletes, Unified
partners, coaches, an athlete coach, staff and assistant staff to the 2022 USA Games. The Games
will be held in early June in Orlando, FL. Get to know some of the Athletics Team!

Athletics Athlete: Ashley Schaubroeck (North Area)

PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH

Ashley has been participating in Special Olympics for 11years. She
likes track & field, swimming, bocce, bowling, cycling and
snowshoeing. Her hobbies are crafts, fashion, friends and her
church. To prepare for USA Summer Games Ashley has started
walking more every day and drinking more water.

Athletics Athlete: Jazmine Slama (South Area)
Jazmine has been in Special Olympics for 10 years. She participated
on her high school cross country and track teams. She currently
competes in Special Olympics track and field, and bocce. She enjoys
having fun, spending time with her family, and has been training
for and marathons and half-marathons. Jazmine is getting ready
for USA Summer Games by continuing to train for and run
marathons, and running six to seven miles a day.

Athletics Athlete: Paul Qualls (Metro Area)
Paul has been involved in Special Olympics for 19 years. He has
won gold medals in alpine skiing, basketball, soccer and track and
field. He likes to go to church and help his neighbors and
community. To prepare for USA Summer Games he Paul is
cutting down on soda and increasing the time he spends
exercising.

Please consider supporting Team Utah in their journey to the 2022 USA Games. Your donation will
help covering the cost of uniforms, equipment, training, and travel of Team Utah to the USA Games.

Click here to support Team Utah!
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New Sports in 2022
We have some exciting news! In 2022 Special Olympics Utah will officially be adding
Cheerleading, DanceSport and Flag Football to our offerings of sports training and competition
opportunities. The first DanceSport competition is scheduled to take place on March 5th and the
first competition for Cheerleading will be held during the Summer Games on May 20th and 21st.
Flag Football will take to the gridiron this Fall.
Watch for details on these amazing additions to our sport lineup or contact Yolanda at
kunder@sout.org for more details.

Park City Polar Plunge
Presented by Dr. Ember Conley & Mr. Ari Ioannides made a SPLASH!
Over 40 brave souls teamed up with CJ “Superman” Haerter to test the chilly waters of the PC
MARC outdoor pool and they were most definitely ‘Freezin’ for a Reason’ almost $19,000 reasons,
actually! Early morning on Saturday, November 13th costumes were worn, smiles were big, and the
‘chicken coop soup’ (hot tub) was FULL by the end of the plunge! It was a “cool” time had by all –
don’t take our word for it – to check it out the event photos, click here!
A huge ‘Thank You’ to our amazing local sponsors Dr. Ember Conley and
Mr. Ari Ioannides, Trish McMillen for making this such a fun and
successful event! All proceeds raised are helping to grow the Special
Olympics programs in the Park City and Heber areas encouraging a more
accepting and inclusive community. And we could never forget about our
wonderful volunteers and the PC MARC staff for offering their beautiful
facility and helping us run the event, as well as Lucky One’s Coffee and
Wasatch Bagel & Grill for providing snacks and warm beverages to fill our
Plungers bellies!
Bummed that you missed out on the fun? No worries, this is just the
beginning of Polar Plunge season!! Click here for more information on the
following upcoming Polar Plunge dates and locations:
January 22 | North Ogden Polar Plunge
January 29 | Cedar City Polar Plunge

February 5 | St. George Polar Plunge
February TBD | Cache Valley Polar Plunge
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HEY ATHLETES 2022 is all about Health & Fitness
During 2022, SOUT will be hosting a Health
Fair near you! These health fairs will provide
opportunities for athletes to receive Healthy
Athlete screenings, learn more about fitness,
and connect with other organizations in your
area. Local Health Fairs are currently being
planned for Vernal, Logan, and St. George.
Don’t forget about the opportunities to
participate in Healthy Athlete screenings at
2022 SOUT Basketball Tournament on March
11th and 12th, at the Summer Games on May
20th and 21st, and the Fall Sports Classic in
October! We look forward to seeing your
friends and family there!

Kendra Scott Give
Back Event December
10th-11th!

Join SOUT's Athletes
Health Club
Get a fitness kit with all the essential tools to
stay fit at home. Track your progress and
participate in health challenges throughout the
year. Earn incentives and get helpful health tips
sent right to your email.Getting fit is a great
New Year’s resolution so sign up now, fitness
challenges begin on January 3rd.
Sign up here!

Shop at Kendra Scott and support the
athletes of Special Olympics Utah!
This Holiday season, SOUT has
partnered with Kendra Scott for a
giveback event that will be both instore and online with 20% of sales
benefitting our athletes! Use code:

GIVEBACK-BDHST
online December 10th-11th OR come
into Kendra Scott at City Creek in
SLC on Saturday, December 11th
from 4-7pm and say “Hi” to a local
athlete!
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December Spotlight Features
Student Unified Partner | Jasie Freeman
Meet Jasie Freeman! Jasie is a Unified partner and Youth
Activation Commitee member from Westlake High School in
Saratoga Springs. Although Jasie does not compete on a
Unified Sports team she is creating opportunities for inclusion
at her school and making everyone feel included off the field.
Even in the rain Jasie came out to support her friends at the
State High School Unified Soccer Tournament and attends
other events with her friends on the Unified team. Jasie also
makes sure to include her peers in other extracurricular
events making everyone an important part of their school. As
a YAC member, she participated in SONA's Fall Inclsuion
Week and has won two grants from Special Olympics North America to continue creating inclusive
opportunities at Westlake. Thank you Jasie for all you do to make a difference in the lives of many!

Volunteer | Taciana Cordova
Meet Ellis Valdez! Ellis began volunteering with Special
Olympics Utah in the spring of 2021 as the equipment and
logistics chair of the Summer Games Organizing Committee. He
made sure that all equipment needs were met as well as ensuring
that set-up and break down went quickly and smoothly. Ellis also
stepped up to make sure that the live stream of the DanceSport
Exhibition last month went smoothly. Thank you Ellis, for the
time and effort you have put into Special Olympics Utah. We
look forward to seeing you again soon!

Holiday Cheermeister | Jennifer Horrocks & more
The spotlight is also shining brightly on Jennifer Horrocks and the
athletes, coaches, and volunteers from the Basin Raptors, Union High
Cougars, ConAmore Bears and Roosevelt Rebels. These teams came
together and created the Uintah Basin Special Olympics Christmas tree for
the Enchanted Forest in Roosevelt. Their creativity and hard work did not
go unnoticed as they raised $7,500 on the sale of their tree thanks to the
generosity of Century 21 Country Realty, E & B Oilfield Services, Komatsa,
Speedy Goat, RT Oilfield Services, and Moon Lake Electric. Thanks to all
for your support and generosity!
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More exciting news to share...
Congratulations to Zanna Tresner and Avery Gibson from Orem HS on being awarded a KPMG grant
that will be used to host more inclusion activities outside of school that will further their Unified Club
engagement.
The George S. and Delores Dore’ Eccles Foundation donated $25,000 to be used for the 2022 SOUT
Summer Games on May 20th and 21st at Granger High School in West Valley City.
$7,000 was awarded to Youth Advisory Committee members for projects to support youth-led inclusion.
Recipients of Youth Innovation grants included: Tanner Davis & Mason Daley (Lone Peak HS); Abigail
Slamacatron & Jacob Rugg (Hillcrest HS); Hailey Bassett & Chance Johnson (Mountain Crest HS);
and Maddie Lawson & Hanna Homer (Wasatch HS).
Congratulations to Jasie Freeman and Macaden Lukey from
Westlake HS who were busy last month writing grants and were
awarded a Reebok BOKs Program Grant, a KPMG grant to
expand their “Spread the Word: Inclusion” program with a weeks’
worth of inclusion activities during school lunch period, and a
Youth Innovation grant.
Who’s excited about their new basketball uniform…Kory
Lindford from the Comets, that’s who! Looking great Kory, and
good luck to you and your teammates!
Congratulations to Coach McKell Esser from North Logan on
winning the NFHS Sportsman course contest earning herself a
$50 gift certificate to Dick’s Sporting Goods.Thank you McKell
for being a good sport!
We are excited to announce that Merit Medical has renewed their commitment of $50,000 in
sponsorship support for 2022.
A shout out to the top fundraising teams at the Park City Polar Plunge: Team Superman ($3,422);
Bald and Beautiful ($1,570); and the Park City Police Department ($587).
Thank you to the top individual fundraisers from the Park City Polar Plunge: CJ Haerter ($3,422);
Dan Alldridge ($630) and Thomas Alldridge ($472).
And a very special thank you to SOUT athlete, advocate, and artist Natalie Green for sharing her
creative talents with us to create the SOUT company holiday card.

Wishing you a very special Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Art provided by SOUT Athlete, Natalie Green

