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Special Olympics Utah
SERVING INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES

Getting to a "Better Normal"
by Scott Weaver, President & CEO

As we head into the holidays and
look optimistically to 2021, I want
to express my sincere
appreciation for the opportunity
to be part of the Special Olympics
Utah team and let you know that I
too, am optimistic about the
future. During this time of COVID19 and looking ahead to the New
Year, we are all looking forward to
getting back to normal, or what many are calling the “new
normal.” With respect to Special Olympics Utah, I do not
believe that the “new normal” is good enough. I feel that we
need to come out of this pandemic better than what
normal has been in the past, and collectively we need to
strive for a “BETTER NORMAL!”A “better normal” will ensure
that SOUT athletes and Unified teammates receive high
quality training and competition opportunities. It will
ensure that coaches have access to training to support
them in being the best coach possible for their athletes. The
“better normal” will provide opportunities for community
partners and corporate sponsors to reconnect with our
mission.I would like to invite you to take an active role in
building a “better normal” for Special Olympics Utah. Please
join me in one of the three upcoming virtual Town Hall
Meetings to share your thoughts on how we can be better.
To manage the group size the meetings have been
scheduled by Areas, but feel free to register for the day that
works best for you.Thank you in advance for your support
and being a partner in building a “better normal.
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Virtual Town Hall Meetings
by Scott Weaver, President & CEO

SOUT Town Hall Meeting #1 – Central & Metro Areas
Tuesday, January 12th | 7:00 – 8:00 PM
To pre-register for meeting #1 click here: Meeting #1

SOUT Town Hall Meeting. #2 – North & Northeast Areas
Wednesday, January 13th | 7:00 – 8:00 PM
To pre-register for meeting #2 click here: Meeting #2

SOUT Town Hall Meeting #3 – South, South Central &
Southeast Areas
Thursday, January 14th | 7:00 – 8:00 PM
To pre-register for meeting #3 click here: Meeting #3

You Shop. Amazon Gives. SOUT
Athletes Benefit
by Scott Weaver, President & CEO

As you finish up last-minute holiday shopping
and look ahead to 2021, if you shop on Amazon
please making Special Olympics Utah your
charity of choice. It is simple and Amazon will
donate .5% of your eligible purchase to Special
Olympics Utah at no cost to you.
AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com
on your web browser and can be activated in
the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android
phones. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you
will find the exact same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com.
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2021 Snowshoe Invitational
by Nicole Fleming, North Area Manager

Special Olympics Utah 2021 Snowshoe Invitational presented by Holmes Homes is taking place
at North Fork Park on January 29, 2021. There will be 7 delegations and over 30 athletes
competing in snowshoe races. We are looking forward to a fun day in the snow! If you would
like to volunteer at this event contact volunteer@sout.org.
*If COVID numbers continue to spike we will cancel this in-person event and all participants will automatically be transferred to our
At-Home/Virtual Snowshoe & Boot Competition option.

In-Person Practice PPE Kits
by Yolanda Kunder, Sports Development Director

Are you planning In-Person Practices? We will help you
get ready! Get your PPE kits!!
Your PPE kit will include:
One Infrared Digital Thermometer w/ batteries (Thermometers will
be checked out to teams and must be returned after the sports
season)
50 disposable face masks to use if necessary. Please ask
participants to wear their own masks to practice.
1 box medium gloves
1 box large gloves
1 container disinfecting wipes
1-gallon liquid hand sanitizer. (I suggest asking each participant to
carry their own small bottle of hand sanitizer).
All directional/venue signage as well as a copy of the Covid Code
of Conduct and Screening and Tracking Form.

You may need to provide a sharpie marker to add names to water bottles, pens for signatures,
paper towels, etc.
Participants should not share equipment whenever possible. If the equipment is shared, you
must have a plan for frequent sanitizing between uses.
Contact me at Kunder@SOUT.org to arrange for delivery of your PPE Kit.
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SOUT Coach Spotlight
by Nicole Fleming, North Area Manager

This month's coach spotlight is Head Of
Delegation of the Basin Raptors, Jennifer
Horrocks. Coach Horrocks has been involved with
Special Olympics since her sons were young, but
decided to start coaching once they were in high
school. Once her sons graduated, they all started
participating with the local group in Roosevelt,
the Basin Raptors. As time progressed, Jennifer
started helping out with coaching and then
moved toward what she really loves, being a HOD.
Coach Horrocks likes to attend new training
sessions and learn new programs to help her
coaching abilities. She loves to work with other people who also love working with these
athletes and learning from their passion and expertise. Her coaching philosophy is to make
sure the athletes have a good experience and have fun while doing it. She loves seeing all
of the athlete's smile and be happy while they participate. Her favorite Special Olympic
moment is anytime she gets to be around the athletes and adults that also participate in
the program. Coach Horrocks loves seeing the joy her athletes get from participating in
events and just getting to know them. We feel incredibly lucky to have wonderful coaches,
like Jennifer, who genuinely care about their athletes and helping them to make lasting
memories and become better athletes. All of us at Special Olympics Utah thank you for
your service, Jennifer. You are what makes our program so successful.

Stay Safe This Holiday Season
by Jennifer Percival, Health Director

We want to congratulate all those athletes and unified partners who
participated in SONA’s Stride Challenge these past 8 weeks. It's been
amazing to see your dedication and hard work. Many of you have been
able to reach the goal you set at the beginning of this challenge. As
this year comes to an end, we would like to encourage all of you to
continue to think about your health goals for this coming year. Let us
cheer you on as you go. Send us an email or tag us on social media.
We want to know what you're working on and what we can do to help
you reach those health goals. The Health & Wellness Program has
many exciting challenges, activities, and opportunities planned for
2021.
To always stay up to date on what is happening, be sure to find us on
your favorite social media platform! Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter.
We would like to wish our athletes and their families a safe and very
Happy Holidays! (Click on this image to get tips to fend off the flu)
For questions, concerns, or to share ideas please email Jennifer
Percival at health@sout.org
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